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for intonation. One has to find this in the text. The author has also omitted 
many oscillogrammes and spectogrammes which were included in the original 
study (Doctoral thesis for the Faculté des Lettres d’Aix-en-Provence). That 


has, however, probably shortened the text and since the essential facts are 
there one cannot really complain. 


This book, as I have said, is short but dense and the author, in addition 
to underscoring the great importance of prosody in speech generally, casts 
fresh light on old and, until recently, sacred notions, such as the status of 
“nous” and “vous” as the plurals of “je” and “tu” and the restricted use of 
“en” and “y” for designating objects only as opposed to persons. Also, the 
practical observation is made that since difficult structures such as “il les 
leur donne” are remarkable by their absence from spontaneous speech, we 
should perhaps devote our time to teaching “des constructions plus fréquentes 
(et) done plus rentables”. Such practical advice plus the elegance and the 
alertness of the style make this book a must for all teachers of French as a 
second language. 


Faculty of Education, University of Toronto. E. F. JAMES 
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